The Early
Life of the
Unborn Child
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f the millions of sperm that try to penetrate the mother’s

O egg cell, only one succeeds . At that very moment , @ new and
unique individual is formed. All the inherited features of this

new person are already set - whether it's a boy or girl, the colour

of the eyes , the colour of the hair , the dimples of the cheeks , and

the cleft of the chin. He or she is smaller than a grain of sugar

but the instructions are present for all that this person will ever
become .

n about the sixth day , the growing baby attaches to the wall
O of the mother’s uterus . That rich nutrient lining welcomes the
tiny tenant , and soon the child is sending out the chemical
signal that can be detected in a home pregnancy test. Before the
second week is over , the cells of the child’s body will have already
begun segregating themselves into the v arious layers that will give

rise to the brain, nervous system, skin, digestive system, muscles ;
bones , and circulatory system

od has already put His hand on this
newly-conceived and uniquely individual
child.




Seven Weeks

om may not
even know
she is

pregnant yet , but
this baby is already
about 1/5 of an inch

in length. A

primitive heart is
beating . Head, mouth,
liver , and intestines
begin to take shape

ingers are
forming , and
the child’s

mouth and lips are
apparent. The child
begins his or her

first movements NS
early as six weeks )
the baby has brain
waves that can be
measured with an
electroencephalogram.

Prayer for Life

Mary, bright dawn of the new Obtain for them the grace to accept that
Oworld, Mother of the living, to Gospel as a gift evenew, the joy of celebrating
you do we entrust the cause of it with gratitude thr oughout their lives, and the
life. Look down, O Mother, upon the courage to bearwitness to it resolutely in order
vast numbers of babies not allowed to build, together with all people of good will,
to be born, of the poorwhose lives  the civilization of truth and love, to the praise
are made dificult, of men and and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life.
women who ae victims of brutal violence, of the
elderly and the sick killed by indifference orout Ul
of misguided mecy.

Grant that all who believe in your Son may Given in Rome, at Saint Peter's, on 25 March, the Solemnify
: . . of theAnnunciation of the Lord, in the year 1995, the
proclaim the Gospel of Life with honesty and , e
. seventeenth year of his Pontificate.
love to the people of outime.




ght Weeks

he baby is now about
1 inch in length. Facial
features , limbs , hands |,

feet, fingers , and toes become
apparent. The nervous system

is responsive and many of

the internal organs begin to
function.

t 10 weeks , organ
systems are in place
The baby has eyelids )

fingernails , and fingerprints ;
and can grasp an object.

The kidneys begin to form

urine .

y 11 weeks all body
systems are in place
and active: the baby

has a skeletal structure :
nerves , and circulation.




Twelve Weeks

T hough too small to be felt by the mother , the
baby reaches peak frequency of movement during

the third month. The baby’s sex can be visually

determined, and the child’s eyes ,ears ,andf ace begin

to display distinctive characteristics

t fourteen weeks , eyebrows have formed, eye
A movements are seen. For a couple of weeks
now , this baby has had all the body parts

required to experience pain.



Sixteen Weeks

T he baby becomes large and active enough
for the mother to feel movement of turns )
kicks , and somersaults that at some point

even become visible to the outside



Twenty Weeks

his baby is just over
half ways to birth and
already responds to

music , sudden noises , and
voices , especially that of his
or her mother

ver the coming weeks :
this baby will
increase seven times

in weight and nearly

double in height. This
twenty-week-old baby may
even be ready to survive
outside omb , but
st

fter twenty weeks , the unborn
baby just grows , and grows

and grows

Viability: Viability is the time

when the baby can survive

outside the mother . Not long

ago, viability was at 30 weeks :
then 25 . Today , babies at 22 or

23 weeks have been saved, and

even some younger babies have
survived. What will viability be
tomorrow?




It doesn’t t ake
long for the
newborn child
to grow into a
picture-perfect
star.

Only a short
time ago, her
life was not
protected.

May God bless
all the little
children, born
and unborn,
whom He has
entrusted to
our care.
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